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Message from the President
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Connections:  When I arrived in California (San Francisco) in 1952, I became acquainted with the Levin family. Bernard Levin was a musician in the San Francisco Opera orchestra, and his wife, Ellen Kamb-Levin, who came from Närpes, Finland, was very active in the Finnish-Swedish community. They had two children, Eric and Bernella (Nell), about 8 or 10 years old at the time, both also very much musically gifted.
As often happens, I became interested in other activities (soccer) and soon drifted away from the Finnish community and events. And consequently lost all contact with the Levin family.
 A few years ago, I received an E-mail from Elof Sänkas in Finland, asking if I knew if the Levin children still were living in the San Francisco Bay Area. They were his cousins, he wrote. Of course I did not, and even asking everyone still living who had known them, no one had an answer.
 Fast forward to 2007, and we learned through a Norden newspaper article that Elof Sänkas had found his cousins in the US. Nell was living in Nashville, Tennessee, where she is a radio announcer, and Eric, to our surprise, lived close to the Bay Area. He and his father had founded a winery in Mendocino County. Upon learning this, we  contacted Eric through their website, followed by an invitation and visit several weeks later.
 Eric told us that  he and his sister had attended the Sibelius Academy for one year in Finland, and since they had been living in a Swedish-speaking area near Helsinki, he had learned the language and still speaks it today. 
Music has been a big part of Eric's life. As part of a musical family, he received his first violin at the age of  3, and by age 8, he was considered a child prodigy, capable of playing a number of different instruments. As an adult, Eric became the principal chair cellist for orchestras in San Francisco, as well as the top singer with the San Francisco Opera Choir. Today, as a songwriter and musician, Eric retains his love for music.
 After his retirement, Bernard Levin and Eric started making  wines for Stephen Zellerbach, whom he knew from the Actors Workshop at the Marines Memorial Theater in San Francisco, as well as from the War Memorial Opera House where he had worked. When Zellerbach noticed the quality of wines the father-son team was capable of, they were made winemakers for his winery, and by 1983, Bernard and  Eric were making award-winning wines for Stephen Zellerbach. In 1985 the Le Vin Winery was awarded its first Gold Medal for its Cabernet Sauvignon. (Eric's grandfather had also been a home winemaker in Pennsylvania.)
In 1993 the family  purchased a 164-acre ranch on Hwy. 128, in  the Anderson Valley between Cloverdale and Boonville and planted 16 acres of organically grown wine grapes. Today, this thriving family enterprise is run by Eric and his wife Holly, producing Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Syrah grapes. In addition 250 olive trees and 125 redwoods have been planted. 
Says Eric; "It is all about quality", and being small  "helps dramatically regarding the quality of our wines," he adds.
We had been invited to stay overnight in their charming Inn, and upon leaving the next morning, we promised ourselves to return for another wine tasting visit. Elof Sänkas in Finland  has found his cousins in California after a ten-year search. We have put Eric on our chapter mailing list, so that the family can reconnect with the Bay Area Finnish community.
To all of you, have a great summer.
George  


 
2007 Chapter Events
Sunday, September 16—Annual Fall Barbecue: see story. 
Saturday, September 22—Opera Night in San Francisco for Samson and Delilah. See story.
Sunday, November 4–Maria Männistö, Finlandia Foundation Performer of the Year, at Hope Lutheran Church, San Mateo. Details to follow.
Saturday, December 9—Pikkujoulu. See story.


Cecilia Zilliacus Concert
The 2007 Nordic Concert tour came to a conclusion Wednesday evening April 11 at San Francisco State University's Knuth Hall. Their nearly three-week cross-country tour included concerts in Washington, DC, Denver, Seattle and Portland. 
An appreciative audience of about 100 gathered in San Francisco to hear the farewell concert by violinist Cecilia Zilliacus and pianist Per Tengstrand, and they did not leave disappointed. The evening concluded with a wine reception after the concert, and the artists’ signed CDs sold out in no time.  
Here are some comments from the audiences:
Washington, DC:
"And what a concert it was!!! Maybe it was the combination of the place and the performers, but I have never experienced  music so powerfully before. Cecilia was well worth two great virtuosos, and Per's solo of ‘In the Hall of the Mountain King’ reverberated in my every cell with such force I did not know to be possible in music." 
 Denver,CO:
"A small, but enthusiastic audience enjoyed the Nordic Concert Program by world class chamber duo, violinist Cecilia Zilliacus and Per Tengstrand, .... While the composer's names were familiar to the largely Scandinavian audience, especially Grieg and Sibelius, the works were not. Therein lies some of the charm of the evening: hearing unfamiliar work by familiar composers.”
 Seattle, WA:
“The best we had in the twelve-year history of the Mostly Nordic Chamber Music and Smörgåsbord."
 Portland, OR:
"The artists provided us with an outstanding and memorable performance. [It was]  an overwhelmingly successful event..."
 San Francisco, CA:
"Cecilia Zilliacus is a  technically very accomplished violinist, and her rendition of Sibelius’ Sonatine Op.80 and Grieg's Sonata in F major were rewarded by warm applause by the audience. We would have liked to hear Ms Zilliacus play at least one or two pieces without the music stand, further endearing her to her audience. Per Tengstrand on the piano accompanied  with sensitivity and aplomb, and his piano solo of Grieg's ‘ March of the Trolls’ was clearly the highlight of the evening".
 


During their stay in the Bay Area the musicians had the opportunity to sightsee in San Francisco, visit the Big Basin Redwoods State Park and the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, and drive Hwy. 1 along the coast.
Here we see Cecilia and her husband Henrik gazing in awe at the redwoods.
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Fall Barbecue
Correction Number One to our “Chapter Events" box in the last Newsletter: the date for this event is Sunday, September 16. It will be held at the Sundquists’ lovely home as usual.
Opera Night
And yet another correction to that “Chapter Events” box: the date for this event is Saturday, September 22. The opera is Samson and Delilah, by Camille Saint-Saëns. Why are we Finns interested in attending? Well, the role of the High Priest of Dagon will be sung by the Finnish bass-baritone Juha Uusitalo.
Gunnel Pero has reserved a block of 30 seats for our Chapter in the Dress Circle, at a special discount price of $85 per person. 
NOTICE! At this time we don’t yet have details on how to order these special tickets. So, if you think you might like to go, please call me at (408) 448-5120 or email LeinoM@comcast.net, and I will send you instructions when the Opera makes them available.  There will probably be a website, like last time. 
We are hoping to have a reception for Mr. Uusitalo at the Inn at the Opera, the delightful venue near the Opera House where we all met with Karita Mattila last fall. It should be an equally gala evening.
Pikkujoulu Date
Another update: the date for Pikkujoulu is Sunday, December 16. Details as to place (most likely Isle Cove) and time will be given in a future Newsletter as soon as they become available.
We have decided this year to have the event catered (by Pelle Nilson, caterer to the Swedish Club and many other public and private clients). We are arranging, of course, for the usual traditional Finnish menu. 
This year we plan to charge $25 per person; children 12 and under, as usual, will be free. Wine and beer will be served, as before, with a donation requested to the omantunnonkuppi, or “conscience cup,” which we think is still a bargain. Juice and soft drinks are free of charge.
FFN Grants Awarded to Our Members
We are delighted to report that two of our members have received Finlandia Foundation National grants. One went to Sirpa Tuomainen for her collection of short stories about Finnish immigrant women from  the 1950s onward, and another to Berkeley Lodge 21 Kaleva Hall for new curtains for their stage. “Current curtains are over 30 years years old and decrepit,” reports Alison Kastama.
FFN Lecturers of the Year
The position of LOY is new within Finlandia Foundation National. Last year it was Ben Strout, director of Fire and Ice, the film about the Finnish Winter War of  1939-1940.
This year there will be two Lecturers of the Year:  Susan Saarinen, daughter of acclaimed Finnish architect Eero Saarinen, and Mark Coir. Susan’s father designed the Gateway Arch in St. Louis as well as the TWA Terminal at New  York’s John F. Kennedy Airport and many other outstanding architectural landmarks. Mark is Director of Archives at the Cranbrook Educational Community in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, “the place that was the home and focus of the Saarinen family's early architectural and artistic creativity in America,"  to quote FF National.
The Chapter looks forward to having Susan Saarinen and Mark Coir address us sometime in the coming months. Again, stay tuned!
Rocklin Finn Hall Award and Dinner
Sue Walima reports, “The [California Heritage Council] vote was unanimous to give an architectural preservation award to the Finn Hall in Rocklin.  There will be an awards dinner on June 21 at the Old Presidio Golf Club in San Francisco, during which seven annual awards will be given.  The City Manager and the Mayor of Rocklin (and their spouses) have already accepted our invitation.
 “The dinner is $75 per person.  The event is always a lot of fun.”
If you would like to attend, please email Sue at SEWalima@aol.com..  
Rocklin as 2009 FinnFest Venue
Rocklin is being proposed as the venue for FinnFest 2009, specifically Sierra College there.The Sacramento Finlandia Club would like to sponsor it, but asks other Bay Area Finnish organizations to lend their support. We will keep you posted.
FinnFest 2007 to be Dedicated to Bernie Hillila
The Rev. Dr. Bernhard “Bernie” Hillila, who passed away last November at the age of 87, will be honored at this year’s FinnFest USA, which voted to dedicate the festival to his memory. It’s fitting, as Bernie was always one of the most popular and sought-after speakers at FinnFest, with his humorous tales of Finnish-American foibles combined with moral wisdom.
Salonen to Step Down
Esa-Pekka Salonen, the charismatic music director of the Los Angeles Philharmonic, has announced his plan to step down from that post in order to devote more time to composing. He will be succeeded by a 26-year-old rising star, Venezuelan conductor Gustavo Dudamel.
Esa-Pekka will presumably be a “guest conductor” of the Philharmonic from time to time.
Free Sauna! Get It While It Lasts!
Jay Price of Milpitas writes: “I was wondering if the club might have a member that would be interested in a sauna? I have a nice 7x5 sauna in my basement that I would like to give away to someone. It was built in but can be taken out. We just don’t use it, the former owners installed it. It is very nice.”
Jay can be reached at home: (650) 652-5694
or at work: (415) 774-2733.
**FinnFest 2007: Don’t Miss It!**
FinnFest USA 2007 will take place in Ashtabula, Ohio,  on July 26-28. These are the official dates, but in my experience as a faithful FinnFest-goer, it pays to go a day or two early and stay a day or so later. Go to http://www.finnfestusa2007.com  to register and get more information.
Your Business Card Here?
You too may have your business card displayed here, in return for a contribution to the Chapter of $25 per issue. 
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	President
George Sundquist
(650)368-2696
GeorgeSund2@aol.com
	Recording Secretary
Valerie Richardson
650-548-5371
valtuckrich@sbcglobal.net

	First Vice President
Tuttu Tucker
(650) 345-4504
finntt@sbcglobal.net
	Treasurer
Gunnel Pero
(415) 673-3310
gunnelpero@yahoo.com

	Second Vice President
Marion Sundquist
(650)368-2696
GeorgeSund2@aol.com
	Newsletter Editor
Miriam Eldridge
(408) 448-5120
LeinoM@comcast.net






MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

To: Gunnel Pero
1365 Green St., #204			(Dues: $20 individual, $25 couple)
San Francisco, CA 94109 

			 
Name_________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
	________________________________________________
City, State,ZIP__________________________________________
Phone: (             )________________________________________
E-mail (optional)_________________________________________
I (we) wish to join/renew my/our membership in the Finlandia Foundation’s
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter for the calendar year 2007.
Check enclosed for $__________________________________________
(Please make check out to “Finlandia Foundation—SFBAC”)

Please let us know by checking the appropriate box:
I prefer to receive the Newsletter as (check one)  Email attachment (with any color material, including photos)   Hardcopy (black and white)
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SUNDQUIST

CUSTOM DESIGN BUILD

Erik Sundquist

erik@sundquistdesignbuild.com

Today’s homes. Naturally.
4221 Burgundy Court
Loomis, CA 95650
T 916.652.4427
F 916.652.4401
Lic. # 859462
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