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FINLANDIA FOUNDATION®, INC.

San Francisco Bay Area Chapter
January 2008—Miriam Leino Eldridge, Editor
Message from the President

In the midst of Christmas and New Year’s concerts, football games galore, the Rose Parade and the Rose Bowl game, we said “Goodbye”  to 2007. Our Cal Bears had started the season with a bang, even being ranked number two in the country at one point, before falling flat on their faces. Some honor was saved with the victory over Air Force in their final game of the season.
In Finland, the national soccer team came within a whisker of qualifying for the European Championship Tournament next summer. Although we are disappointed that we did not qualify, it was Finland's best showing ever on the international soccer scene, and with the U 21 team currently doing very well, there is promise for the future.
 

With the snow staying away in Finland, our cross-country skiers are competing all over Europe (what is wrong with that picture?) with some newcomers telling us that Finland is on its way back in this national sport. On the girls’ side, Virpi Kuitunen,  Aino-Kaisa Saarinen and Pirjo Muranen are carrying Finland's colors with bravura, and veteran ski jumper Janne Ahonen is still showing the youngsters how it's done. 

 

As we are stepping into 2008 here at home, our chapter is planning several quality events for the year. Starting with the Annual Meeting on February 10, followed in April by the Saarinen/Coir lecture on the Eliel and Eero Saarinen legacy, the music group "Jepokryddorna" from Finland in June, a wine-tasting tour in the Santa Cruz mountains in September, and the Finlandia Foundation POY accordion duo of virtuosi Brent Buswell and Bert Strömholm in November. Read more about these events elsewhere in this, and future, newsletters.

Have a Happy New Year,
George
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(((((((((((((((
2008 Chapter Events
February 10: -- Annual General Meeting of Members, Isle Cove, 2 p.m. Election of Officers for 2008 and other business. Input from the floor welcome!  Please be sure to attend. Refreshments will be served.
April 11-13 (tentative) -- Lecturers of the Year (see story) 

June (date TBD)  – Jepokryddorna  Folk Singers 

September (date TBD) -- Santa Cruz Mountains wine-tasting tour

November 1-2 (date TBD) -- Performers of the Year (see story)
(((((((((((((((
Pikkujoulu!
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Pikkujoulu 2007 was a rousing success! More than 70 people attended, and Isle Cove rang with joy. The consensus was that the catered dinner by Pelle Nilsson was an idea whose time had come. It seemed to many of us that the atmosphere was even more festive than in previous years.

Pelle’s generous spread was supplemented with breads and desserts by Board members.

Isle Cove had provided a lighted Christmas tree as well as more lights surrounding the canopy over the central fireplace. These lights were reflected in the wide doors and windows, making it look as though the entire outdoors was star-spangled. The table settings and the rest of the decorations, including lovely centerpieces and votive candles on each table, were the work of Marion and her elves. (Another great production, Marion!) We also thank the elves: Tuttu and Wayne Tucker, Val and Marc Richardson, Kaj Rekola and Anita Stewart, and Bob Serina. Thanks also to Leena Dugger, Isle Cove coordinator. Your Editor provided the glögg.
And thanks to Stacey Anstead for shepherding the Silent Auction, where many unique items sold and provided a very gratifying return for the Chapter.  
We are sending Joulupukki a letter of thanks by reindeer express (poroposti?)  for dispatching his deputy Leif Sundquist to sit in for him. Said deputy was given an enthusiastic welcome by the children, as well as by the many adults who gathered around to watch as he distributed the gifts from his magic bag. Pictures of his visit (along with other Pikkujoulu pictures) can be viewed at the following URL: http://share.shutterfly.com/action/welcome?sid=8Abtm7Vs4cNWGS
We thank Valerie Richardson for compiling the pictures at the above URL.

[image: image3.jpg]



George presented Finlandia Foundation lapel pins to Doris and Pertti (Pete) Lindfors as a small token of appreciation for  their long and distinguished service to Finlandia Foundation and especially to our chapter.  Above we see them newly “pinned.”
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A brief interlude of Christmas music was provided by Alan Early on the saxophone.  Unfortunately, all we have is this back view, but you can also see Pelle’s hors d’oeuvre table in the foreground.

Recorded  Christmas music  also played.

[Thanks to Jim Koski for all photos on this and the previous page]

Pikkujoulu Silent Auction Contributors
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The Chapter sends hearty thanks to the following people who donated items for the Silent Auction:
· Ulla Preising —a Mason  jar of peach jam. Ulla also contributed $30 to the chapter along with her Pikkujoulu ticket.
· Tuttu Tucker—an original oil painting of a rooster (did you know that Tuttu is, among other things, a talented painter?)
· Suzanne DeSelover-Sallie—10 loaves of pulla.
· Vanessa Shoalts of Nokia Corp.—two Nokia  cellphones (obtained by Member-at-Large Dr. Juhani Linna)
· George and Marion Sundquist—a Christmas candelabra

· Mae Kaven—two copies of Finnish Proverbs, four Arabia decorative plates with reindeer/nature scenes, two wooden Finnish/Swedish wall plaques, one glass votive-candle holder
· Miriam Eldridge—an original oil painting by San Jose artist Pat Smoot, four copies of her translation  St. Croix Avenue and a loaf of Joululimppu
Finlandia Foundation National Lecturers of the Year Chosen for 2007-2008
The theme for the 2007-2008 Finlandia Foundation National Lecturer of the Year (LOY) will be the artistry of the Saarinen family – architects Eliel and son Eero, designers Loja and Pipsan, the family homes at Hvitträsk and Cranbrook, the settings of mid-twentieth-century Finland and America. 
However, instead of a single lecturer there will be two: Susan Saarinen, the granddaughter of Eliel and Loja, and the daughter of Eero and Lily; and Mark Coir, Director of Archives at the Cranbrook Educational Community in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, founded by Eero. Saarinen and Coir have agreed to present this story together, with two podiums and a slide screen between them. 
For Susan Saarinen, the essence of Finnish culture is the crossroads of design and art, and she is delighted to collaborate with Mark Coir in telling this rich Finnish-American family story. Their presentations will help prepare audiences for the international exhibit on Eero Saarinen’s life and work, entitled “Shaping the Future,” which will be touring in the United States during 2008-2010 (exhibit sites in the US are Cranbrook, Washington D.C., Minneapolis, New York City, and Yale University).

Susan Saarinen is the insider, the child who grew up in the artistic world created by her parents and grandparents, the adult who has found her own artistic niche as a landscape architect in Colorado and abroad. Mark Coir is the scholar who for over twenty years has been the keeper of the artifacts and document collections at Cranbrook, the place that was the home and focus of the family’s early architectural and artistic creativity in America.

As the 2007-2008 LOYs, Susan Saarinen and Mark Coir will succeed the film director Ben Strout, who will have shown his Winter War film Fire and Ice fourteen times as LOY throughout Finnish America. Saarinen and Coir’s term will begin this summer.

Finlandia Foundation National Performers of the Year Chosen for 2008

This year’s POYs are Brent Buswell and Bert Strömholm, accordionists.

Brent Buswell, of Ludlow, Vermont, has been playing the accordion for 13 years. Blind from birth, he began playing piano when he was three. Brent soon became fascinated with the accordion while listening to his grandfather play it. At age 12, Brent was given his first full-size accordion and began learning some of the standard repertoire for the instrument.
Of particular interest to Brent was Scandinavian music, especially that of Finland and Sweden. Brent’s great-grandparents were from Finland and Sweden. He was able to pick up a lot of the music from listening to his great-grandmother singing some of the old songs and listening to the recordings that his grandparents also played for him.

In 1996, Brent was asked to perform for the Finn Funn Weekend in Killington, VT. There he met Bert, who has played for Scandinavian events for many years. Brent and Bert played together for dancing that night, and since then have performed for several more Finn Funn Weekends, FinnFests in 1998 and 2001, and, with Brent  as a featured performer, at the Finn GrandFest in 2005. He has too many more performing, teaching and workshop credits to list here, and he and Bert have been playing together for the last 11 years.

Bert Strömholm, who was born in Brooklyn, New York’s Finntown, has also been playing the accordion for many years as well as booking and hosting Finnish performers for the Scandinavian American Heritage Society in New Jersey, many of whose active members are of Finnish descent. As a young man he learned to dance at the two Finnish halls in New York--Finn Hall in Manhattan’s Harlem and Imatra in Brooklyn--and now is a teacher of Finnish and American social dances (Alley Cat, Macarena, Raatikkoon, Kerenski, etc,) while Brent plays the music.
(Editor’s Note: I have heard these artists play, separately and together, and I think you will join me in my enthusiasm for welcoming them here. Now, could we possibly clear the floor for dancing?....)
Your Business Card Here?
You too may have your business card displayed here, in return for a contribution to the Chapter of $100 for the year (we distribute at least four issues, often more). Think about it for 2008! You get exposure to our mailing list of 175+ and help to keep this Newsletter going.
And remember, you can deduct it from your income tax.
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St. Croix Avenue

by Lauri Lemberg

translated by Miriam Leino Eldridge

A rousing tale of Finnish immigrants—“living, loving and fighting” in Duluth, Minnesota, at the turn of the 20th century. Serialized in the Finnish-American newspaper Industrialisti  in the 1960s. Never before published in book form.
Lemberg submitted his manuscript to Finnish publishers, but it was rejected. At that time they looked down on emigrants to America and had no interest in their experiences. (Times have now changed, thank goodness!) Lemberg died a year later, perhaps of a broken heart.

Into his romantic tale, Lemberg incorporated fascinating information about the social and political atmosphere of that time and place, important for an understanding of Finnish immigrant history. 

Order from Miriam Eldridge, 1753 El Codo Way, San Jose, CA 95124. Please enclose check for $15 (includes shipping).
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
To: Gunnel Pero
1365 Green St., #204


(Dues: $20 individual, $25 couple)
San Francisco, CA 94109 




 

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________


________________________________________________

City, State,ZIP__________________________________________
Phone: (             )________________________________________

Email (optional)_________________________________________

I (we) wish to join/renew my/our membership in the Finlandia Foundation’s
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter for the calendar year 2008.
Check enclosed for $__________________________________________

(Please make check out to “Finlandia Foundation—SFBAC”)
Note:  Membership dues are tax-deductible because Finlandia Foundation SFBAC is a 501c3 not-for-profit corporation under Federal tax law.
Please let us know by checking the appropriate box:

I prefer to receive the Newsletter as (check one) ( Email attachment (with any color material, including photos)  ( Hardcopy (black and white)
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