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Message from the President

".....Don't let yesterday take up too much of today....":  Will Rogers.”

The above quote hit me, as I was thinking about this newsletter, and the importance of "living today.” And not only that, but the importance of continually looking ahead and setting new goals.

Rolling into 2007:  the Annual Meeting was held on February 4, and a new board was elected, to serve in the coming year. We welcome new board members Annamaria Rapakko, Stina Katchadourian, Valerie Richardson, Amanda Sechini and past president Kaj Rekola. We are looking forward to working together, and to sharing new ideas for our chapter. 

And last but not least, we would like to say “Thank you”  to Maarit Visbal, Kirsi Fontenot and Irma Järvenpää for their dedication to our chapter, and for what it represents. They all decided to "take a break" and recharge their batteries. We hope that you will continue to be active parts in our chapter family.

 The big event this year is the Nordic Concert with Finnish-born violinist Cecilia Zilliacus on Wednesday, April 11 (see story elsewhere in this newsletter). We are working together with several other Bay Area Nordic organizations for this event. It is our aim to sell out the 300 -seat Knuth Hall at San Francisco State University. This will be a great musical experience.

After the concert you will be able to meet the musicians at an informal "wine and cookies" get- together.

The Norwegian Club will host a welcome reception for the musicians on Monday evening, April 9, at their clubhouse in San Francisco on 1900 Fell Street. Everyone is welcome, but reservations are a must, due to space limitations. 

The concert is $15.00 per person. Early reservation can be made by sending a check to: Barbro Sandberg, 700 Portofino Lane, Foster City, CA 94404. Make out the check to Finlandia Foundation/Nordic Concert.

The welcome reception is free. You may make a reservation by contacting yours truly at georgesund2@aol.com.
Other events in the planning stages are: appearance by Finlandia Foundation POY soprano Maria Männistö, showing of the movie "Fire and Ice" about the Winter War, an "Opera Night” with Finnish opera star Juha Uusitalo, and since this marks the 125th year of the Sibelius Academy, a possible repeat showing of the movie about the life of Jean Sibelius.  

Call one of the board members and let us know what you would like. If you have other suggestions, let us know. Remember! This is Your chapter, and the board exists only to help make our events as interesting and varied as possible for the membership. 
George
(((((((((((((((
2007 Chapter Events

Wednesday, April 11—Cecilia Zilliacus with Per Tengstrand (see enclosed flyer).
Saturday, September 16—Summer Barbecue (details to follow) 
Friday, September 22—Opera Night in San Francisco for Samson and Delilah. More details will follow.
Saturday, December 2 (tentative, we don’t want to conflict with any Independence Day events that might be scheduled)—Pikkujoulu
(((((((((((((((
Stina Katchadourian’s donation
Member Stina Katchadourian has made a generous donation of $3,000 to the Finlandia Foundation's Finnish-Swedish Cultural Fund. 

George says, “Stina, not only does your donation support Finlandia Foundation's goals, to support all areas of Finnish-American heritage and culture, but it also speaks to our chapter's commitment to those same goals.”
2007 Chapter Board of Directors

Here is the new Board that was elected at the 2007 AGM.
	Executive Board

	

	George Sundquist        
	 President

	Tuttu Tucker  
	1st Vice President

	Marion Sundquist
	2nd Vice President

	Valerie Richardson      
	Recording Secretary

	Gunnel Pero       
	Treasurer

	Miriam Eldridge, Ph.D.            
	Newsletter Editor

	
	

	Board of Directors

	

	Sue Walima, Ph.D.                 
	Past President and Sacramento/Foothills Liaison

	Juhani Linna, M.D.               
	Nordic Club Liaison

	Stina Katchadourian      
	Cultural Events Coordinator

	Annamaria Rapakko       
	Finnish Contacts

and Business Advisor

	Stacey Anstead          
	Menu Coordinator

	Kaj Rekola, M.D.                  
	Program Advisor

	Leena Dugger            
	Isle Cove Liaison

	Pirjo Polari-Kahn        
	South Bay Liaison

	Gunnel Pero
	San Francisco Liaison

	Amanda Sechini         
	Newsletter Mailings


Amanda Sechini has graciously offered to oversee the actual mailing of our FF newsletter.  Gunnel Pero will oversee the printing and mailing lists.
In what form do you like to receive your Newsletter?
Please let us know if you would prefer to receive the Chapter Newsletter in hardcopy or as an attachment to an email.

Because of  the cost of color copying, we have decided to print hard copies only in black and white. This may detract from the quality of the photos that we often include. 

Copies sent as email attachments will be printable in either B&W or color depending on what kind of printer you have.

Please notify the editor (LeinoM@comcast.net) or call (408) 448-5120 to indicate your preference.

Would you like to help the Board?

We know that many, if not most, of our members are busy and hesitate to take on something like a full-time Board of Directors position. However, there are areas in which you could lend us your talents, for example:

· Membership Outreach: we need to find new ways to reach potential Chapter members

· Chair and staff a Nominating Committee for next year’s officers

· Chair the Silent Auction Committee for the 2007 Pikkujoulu and start to solicit donations

· Press Liaison: Send stories about our events to a furnished list of media outlets

If you are interested in any of these opportunities to serve your Chapter, or if you think you would like to serve in some capacity we haven’t mentioned, please call or email George Sundquist (see the Contact List included in this Newsletter).

Sue and John do Rocklin Outreach

Did you know that Rocklin, near Sacramento, is historically a  “Finntown”? A lot of stone was quarried there by Finns, which found its way into many California constructions, and the Finnish heritage remains.
Past president Sue Walima and past vice-president John Hodges have been working to have the Finn Hall in Rocklin nominated for a California Heritage Council award. Sue reports:

“The addition of Foothills liaison [to my function as a Board member] allows me to do what John and I are working on in Grass Valley, which is to recognize and honor the Finnish heritage in these granite (and sometimes golden) hills.  I am currently proposing the Rocklin Finn Hall for an award from the California Heritage Council, of which John has been president and chairman of the board.  Support is unanimous within the CHC council for this award, and we want to work with George and Marita Martin, as well as our Rocklin friends, to make this happen.  We want the Finnish community to accept the award in June, in our CHC awards ceremony, on behalf of the City of Rocklin, which is the current owner.”

Thanks to Sue and John for their efforts, and our best wishes!
Lordi to Appear in San Francisco

Finland's monster hard rock band Lordi will appear at Slim's, 333 11th St., San Francisco, on Sunday, April 22, as one of its eleven appearances in the United States and Canada, and its first tour in the United States.
Lordi created a major sensation in 2006 when it won the annual Eurovision song contest at Athens with its signature piece, "Hard Rock Hallelujah". This is the first time Finnish vocalists have won the  Eurovision competition.

Info: Slim’s Nightclub, 415-255-0333.

SF Opera on Radio
If you weren’t able to attend the recent SF Opera presentation of Manon Lescaut, here is an opportunity to hear it on the radio:

KDFC (102.1 FM) and the San Francisco Opera have formed a broadcast partnership that will bring local opera back to local radio. Broadcasts of current and past San Francisco Opera seasons will begin on April 1st at 8 p.m. The broadcasts will be hosted by KDFC's Dianne Nicolini, who kicks off the series with last fall's production of Puccini's Manon Lescaut, conducted by S.F. Opera music director and principal conductor Donald Runnicles, and Karita Mattila of Finland in the lead role. The series continues the first Sunday of each month at 8 p.m. 

For a complete schedule, visit the website at KDFC.com. 

Anyone have any Finnish travel posters?

We have received the following message:

My name is Magnus Londen. I'm a Finnish travel writer and reporter.

I'm writing to you about a subject I'm sure would interest your readers.

We're right now putting great effort in collecting old Finnish travel posters and then publishing them in a stylish coffee-table book in September this year. It's a question of collecting and saving a 
Finnish cultural heritage.

The search is going on all over the world, and among other places the Library of Congress in Washington DC has provided us with some unique and totally forgotten Finland-posters.

We’ve also received fantastic posters from collectors in San Francisco and other places in the US. Still, we know there are more posters out there...So we'd be grateful if you could inform your readers about this project. The book will be an international book in three languages 

(Finnish-Swedish-English), and it’s already possible to order the book in advance.

Please read more about the project here:

http://www.cometofinland.fi/eng/start
Seminar on Finnish Culture and Language in Helsinki
 
Finland Society (Suomi-Seura) is arranging a three-week Summer Seminar for descendants of Finnish emigrants. The Seminar will be held on July 2–20, 2007.
The educational part of the seminar is threefold: 
1. Finnish classes. Finnish will be taught in small groups at three levels: beginners, intermediate and advanced. For the beginners group no advance knowledge of Finnish is necessary. The advanced class, on the other hand, will use only Finnish. Language learning will take up about 50 hours. 
2. Lectures on Finland, about 30 hours. As the Finland Society Seminar is not only a language course, a wide variety of subjects will be dealt with (mainly in English), giving the participants information on aspects of Finnish society, history, culture and art. 
3. Excursions and tours. Visits will be made to points of interest in Helsinki and on the Tuusula Lakeside Road.
 The program also includes some social programs, sauna evenings, Finnish movies and a farewell party.

Time: Three weeks: July 2–20, 2007 (arrival July 1) 

Place: Helsinki Christian College, Laajasalo (excellent bus and Metro connections to Helsinki city center).


The seminar is primarily meant for college and university students of Finnish descent. Students should be over 18 and preferably under 35 years of age. Knowledge of Finnish is not required. The language of instruction is English. Consequently, a sufficient knowledge of English is necessary.
 
The Seminar fee is EUR 920, which covers tuition, accommodations (double, triple or quad occupancy); breakfast, lunch, afternoon coffee and supper at the school; study materials and tours during the three-week period.

A few grants (approx. EUR 100–250 per person) will be available for persons between 18 and 30 years of age who are admitted to the Seminar. Apart from grants, a few travel grants (approx. EUR 100 - 250) will also be available. Young people – under 35 years of age - of Finnish descent coming to the Seminar from outside Europe are eligible to apply.
 
Deadline: If you also apply for a grant or a travel grant, your application must reach us by April 30, 2007. If after that there is still room, students may be admitted to the Seminar without grants.
 
For more information and application forms, please visit our website: www.suomi-seura.fi (seminars and courses)  or contact  Suomi-Seura ry/Finland Society: address: Mariankatu 8 B, FI-00170 Helsinki, FINLAND,  tel. +358-9-684 1210, fax. +358-9-684 121 40, e-mail: info@suomi-seura.fi
2006 Applicants for Dual Citizenship numbered 2,374
These numbers come to us from the Finnish Expatriate Office. The total includes former Finnish citizens and their descendants.

Most of the applications (519) came from Sweden. The U.S. had 410, Canada 390, Australia 271 and Russia 140.

The Office emphasizes that applications must be in the Expatriate Office by May 31, 2008, at the latest, when the opportunity will expire.

Further information may be obtained from the Expatriate Office’s website,  www.uvi.fi. 
Project to revive status of Swedish in Finnish schools 

Helsingin Sanomat international edition reports that a number of prominent individuals are concerned about the status of Swedish as Finland’s second official language in Finnish schools. On Wednesday they launched a project called Svenska nu, intent on the enlivenment and revival of the Swedish language teaching at comprehensive schools and upper secondary schools.
 The aim is to stimulate pupils' interest in the language through Swedish culture as well as to encourage opinion leaders to support the Swedish language teaching in schools. 
      
Over the course of this spring, a number of Swedish authors and musicians will attend classes, and a Swedish movie will be shown at schools.
The project will be conducted by the Hanasaari Swedish-Finnish Cultural Centre and financed by the state of Finland, the Finnish-Swedish Cultural Foundation, and Svenska kulturfonden ("Swedish Cultural Foundation"). 
      
The project is headed by a 32-member delegation, comprising mainly Finnish social and business figures. The Chairman of the delegation and the protector for the project is 
, who until recently was the Speaker of Parliament.
Lipponen said that he is "very worried" about the dominating position of English in the lives of Finnish youngsters. He feels that Swedish is part of the Finnish identity.

LinkPaavo Lipponen
http://www.kulttuurirahasto.net/InEnglish.aspx 
Sibelius Festival Tour

Another communication we have received:

Dear American Friend of Finnish Music, 

The 8th International Jean Sibelius Festival takes place in Lahti's magnificent lakeside Sibelius Hall  September 6—9.
Maestro Osmo Vänskä will lead the internationally renowned Lahti Symphony Orchestra in three special all-Sibelius concerts commemorating the 50th anniversary of the great Finnish master composer Jean Sibelius's passing. This year's festival is going be an especially wonderful Sibelius event that any music lover and admirer of Finnish culture will enjoy and find to be a beautiful and memorable experience.
 I have just learned of a fine Sibelius Festival Tour to Finland taking place this September 3rd to 9th. It's being offered by Patrician Journeys, Livingston, New Jersey. The tour package includes tickets to each of the three Festival symphony concerts and a chamber music performance in Lahti, as well as a visit to Ainola, the Jean Sibelius family home in Järvenpää, a Sibelius Lake Cruise and three days in Helsinki with full sightseeing program. Complete details are contained in the Sibelius Festival Tour brochure that you can access at SibeliusFestivalTour2007_PatricianJourneys.pdf
I'm sending this information to you—and hope you will relay it on to your members—because I believe this is a fine opportunity to experience the International Sibelius Festival in Lahti and at the same time enjoy an early autumn holiday in Finland. 
With kind regards and best wishes,
Leland J. Hoch
President
The Sibelius Society U.S.A.
P.S.—I am neither an agent or representative of Patrician Journeys nor in any other way connected with Patrician Journeys. 
Information about the Sibelius Festival Tour in Finland is being provided as "a public service" to your membership, which I believe will find the chance [to ]attend the 8th International Sibelius Festival. 
Bennett William Kantola, M.D., 
1914–2007
Dr. Bennett William Kantola, M. D., of Malibu, passed away at home on February 20, 2007. Dr Kantola was one of the early pioneers of the Finlandia Foundatiion, and our chapter honored him at our awards dinner in Tiburon a few years ago (unfortunately, he was unable to attend).
He was the youngest of 11 children of Arvid and Emma Kantola.  After working alongside his father in the iron mines, he worked his way through the University of Minnesota and earned his degree during the depths of the Depression, when there were no such things as student loans.
After enlisting in the Navy, Dr. Kantola served his internship at Mare Island Naval Hospital in California until 1942. That same year, he married Cecil Bruener and went on to the School of Aviation Medicine at Pensacola, Florida. He then continued his Navy Service in family practice and general internal medicine in the Pacific theater and various Naval dispensaries and hospitals until 1947. During that time, as a Lieutenant Commander and Flight Surgeon, he was assigned to a US Marine squadron, which airlifted wounded from Iwo Jima and Okinawa. In 1948, he set up a family practice in Westwood Village, CA, and later in Santa Monica. Subsequent hospital and university affiliations and honors followed.

In 1953 he was invited by the Finnish Consulate in Los Angeles to help create and participate in what would become the Finlandia Foundation. He was honored in 1994 for his longtime service and dedication to Finnish-American culture. 
Dr. Kantola was part of a dying breed of doctors who continued to make house calls long after the practice went out of fashion until his retirement at the age of 90. 


Your Business Card Here

Once again we invite you to display your business card in this Newsletter. A contribution of $100 to Finlandia Foundation–SFBAC will ensure that it appears in each issue. You will help the Chapter and at the same time bring your business or professional service to the attention of your fellow members and prospective members.

[image: image2.jpg]@
SUNDQUIST

George Sundquist






in addition to SWEA and the Swedish American Patriotic League, the Norwegian Club has also joined as a local sponsor. And the Paloheimo Foundation has made a $2,000.00 donation to the national Nordic Concert tour.
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	President
George Sundquist
(650)368-2696
GeorgeSund2@aol.com
	Recording Secretary
Valerie Richardson
650-548-5371
valtuckrich@sbcglobal.net

	First Vice President
Tuttu Tucker
(650) 345-4504
finntt@sbcglobal.net
	Treasurer
Gunnel Pero
gunnelpero@yahoo.com

	Second Vice President
Marion Sundquist
(650)368-2696
GeorgeSund2@aol.com
	Newsletter Editor
Miriam Eldridge
(408) 448-5120
LeinoM@comcast.net


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
To: Gunnel Pero
629 Pepper Drive


(Dues: $20 individual, $25 couple)
San Francisco, CA 




 

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________


________________________________________________

City, State,ZIP___________________________________________________

Phone: (             )________________________________________

E-mail (optional)_________________________________________

I (we) wish to join/renew my/our membership in the Finlandia Foundation’s
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter for the calendar year 2007.

Check enclosed for $__________________________________________

(Please make check out to “Finlandia Foundation—SFBAC”)
Please let us know by checking the appropriate box:

I prefer to receive the Newsletter as (check one) ( Email attachment (with any color material, including photos)  ( Hardcopy (black and white)

Miriam Leino Eldridge, Ph.D., Translator�d/b/a International Wordsmiths
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